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In March 1955, Dwight
D. Eisenhower’s press

secretary reminded him to
be careful at an upcoming
press conference answering
questions about Commu-
nist Chinese intentions

regarding Formosa. "Don’t
worry," Ike said. "If that

question comes up, I’ll just
confuse them."

Ike kept these
sentimental

miniatures of his wife
and mother on his desk

in the Oval Office.

IKE’8 SINGLE GREATEST achievement, George Gallup’s pollsters heard
over and over again as the president prepared to leave office, was that he
had "kept the peace." He had done this, through two terms in the White
House, by using effective diplomacy and by resisting the Pentagon and
the military buildup it wanted. As a hero for his service during World War
II and a defense insider, Ike knew all the tricks that the Pentagon used to
win money from Congress. He resisted them because he worried about
the dangers of an arms race and the impact that continued high military
spending would have on the domestic economy. Eisenhower feared that
we might "spend ourselves to death" before the Russians even got at us.
With this in mind, on the evening of January 1~, 1961, three days before
the inauguration of his successor, the president prepared to deliver his
farewell address to the nation.

Although ever present, the Soviet threat had waxed and waned
during Eisenhower’s eight years as commander in chief. Joseph Stalin’s
death in March 1953, not long after Eisenhower’s swearing-in, seemed to
mellow the Soviets. Georgi Malenkov, Stalin’s interim successor, denoted
the change by expressing his openness to the possibility of peacefully
settling "by mutual agreement" outstanding disputes with the "We~t.
Eisenhower responded with his own Atoms for Peace speech to the UN
General Assembly, proposing that atomic materials be managed by a

single international agency. Eisenhower biographer Stephen E.
Ambrose has called the December 1953 speech "the most generous
and the most serious offer on controlling the arms race ever made
by an American president."

Meanwhile, when the fighting in Korea finally ended that
summer, "Truman’s war" became Ike’s peace. Yet grumpy American
nationalists had little cause to worr~ about another Yalta-type
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"EVERY GUN T~T IS MADE,
EVE RY V,/ARS H l P LAU N C H E D,

EVERY ROCKET FtRED
SIGNIFIES...A THEFT

FROM THOSE WHO HUNGER
AND ARE NOT FED."

--Speech, 1953--

"sellout," because the United States soon assumed responsibility for what
had been French Indochina. In deciding to sponsor Ngo Dinh Diem’s
presidency of South Vietnam, Ike ensured that America would inherit the
opprobrium for French colonialism. The Southeast Asia Treaty
Organization (SEATO), forged by Secretary of State John Foster Dulles,
became both the cornerstone of the administration’s response to the
Communist challenge in Southeast Asia and the backbone of its
commitment to South Vietnam. In April 1954, comparing the nations of
Southeast Asia to a row of dominoes, Eisenhovver said, "You knock over
the first one, and what will happen to the last one is the certainty that it
will go over very quickly."

During the summer of 1955, however, the prospects for d4tente
brightened again. There was mutual acceptance of a peace treaty with
Austria that not only ended tripartite occupation, which still existed in
Germany, but also affirmed Austrian neutrality. In July, Soviet leaders
Nikolai Bulganin and Nikita Khrushchev met Eisenhower and other
Western leaders at the
first superpower
summit conference in
Geneva. Not much
substantive progress
was made, but this lack
was overshadowed by a
new mood of cordiality
dubbed the "spirit of
Geneva" by the media.

At home in
Eisenhower’s America, General Eisenho’wer exhorts paratroopers of
there was peace and the l O l st Airborne on the afternoon befoie D-

Day Ike’s military achievements and wartime
unprecedented prosperity, popularity as commander of the Allied forces
fueled by easy credit, were the main reasons for his political rise.

BORN
October 14, 1890

BIRTHPLACE
Denison, Te~xas

DIED

March 28, 1969

PARTY AFFILIATION
Republican

CHILDREN

Doud, John

MAJOR EVENTS

J~JLY 27, 1953

At Panmunjom, United
Nations and North

Korean officials sign an
¯ armistice ending the

Korean War. Korea
remains diaiided close to

the Thirty-eighth Parallel,
near where the border was

when the war began.

MAY 17, 1954

In Brown v. Board of
Education, the Supreme
Cour~ outlaws segregation

in public schools. The
decision overturns Plessy v.

Ferguson (1896), which
had permitted "separate but

equal" treatment.

JUNE 9, 1954

The Army-McCarthy
hearings climax when
lawyer Joseph Welch

demands, "Have you no
decency, s~r, at long last?"
(referring to McCarthy’s

attack on his young

assistant). The hearings,,
called to air McCarthys

charge: that ihe army has
been harboring Communists,
result instead in his’censure.
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Unlike Winston
Churchill, Eisenhower

had no pretensions to
being an artist, but he
did tend to search the
walls of friends’ houses

to see whether his
paintings were being
properly displayed.

Ike met
Mamie

Doud in San
Antonio, where
the army had sent
him after his 1915

graduation from West Point
and where Mamie’s wealth),
parent~ had a winter home.

She found him attractive
because he looked like a

"bruiser"; he liked her saucy,
flirtatious manner. Having

gro~ up with a full
complement of domestic

servants, including a personal
maid, Mamie had no

household skills. Either Ike
cooked (he was famous for
his vegetable soup) or the),

ate at the officers’ mess.
When Mamie became
pregnant, Ike let out

her dresses.

rampant consumer spending, and brisk demand for
houses, cars, and appliances. The president signed a
balanced budget, thus achieving one of his major
objectives, and he would do so twice more before his
administration ended. He also proposed a network of
interstate multilane highways to link major U.S. cities
and make it easier for all those consumer goods to
reach their intended markets. Little wonder, then,
that Eisenhower left for a Colorado vacation in
September 1955 with a Gallup poll approval rating of
nearly 75 percent. He was reinforcing the GOP’s

fragile coalition and using his nonpartisan image to quiet divisive
Truman-era Red Scare and Korean War bitterness. Ike skillfully allowed

Dulles to romance the hardliners and take the heat from liberals,: while
he avoided being identified with the Supreme Court’s recent
desegregation decisions. He also kept aloof from Joe McCarthy’s
crusading excesses, choosing instead to cut McCarthy down from
offstage. This was the most comfortable place for Eisenhower, and he

often used obfuscation to prote~t the opacity of his maneuvers.
When a reporter wanted to know where he stood on a

controversial issue that separated l~epublican isolationists from
the party’s internationalists, Eisenhower made sure that he
answered the question without answering the question: "I have
to remember the old adage that a man has two ears and one
tongue, and I therefore have tried to keep twice as still as I

would in other places."
Eisenhower’s reelection in 1956 was even more impressive

than his original win, yet it came amidst new crises. In July 1956,
Egyptian president Gamal Abdel Nasser nationalized the Suez Canal.
Determined to reduce the European presence in Egypt, he also coveted
the canal tolls, most of which had been going to British and French
stockholders. On October 29, having made secret arrangements with
Britain and France, Israel invaded Egypt and advanced on the canal. A
week later, using the Israeli invasion as an excuse, Britain and France

landed their own troops.
About the same time, rebelliousness within the Soviet bloc seemed to

raise the possibility of U.S. intervention in Eastern Europe. A Polish
uprising in June was put down before serious questions could be raised
about what action Washington should take. On October 23, however, a
full-scale revolt in Budapest’turned the Hungarian army against the Soviets
and returned ousted premier Imre Nagy to power. On November 4, three
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days after Nagy announced Hungary’s withdrawal from the Warsaw Pact,

the Soviet Union invaded, sending in tanks to crush the revolt.

With regard to Hungary, a realistic Eisenhower never considered

intervening in a matter so consequential to the Soviets and so deep

within Eastern Europe. The Suez crisis was another matter. Erupting as it

did just days before the presidential election, it took the Washington
foreign policy establishment mostly by surprise. Without the help of

Dulles, who had been hospitalized, the president worked through the

United Nations to demand and receive a cease-fire in place, with the

invaders just miles short of the canal. Khrushchev backed the American

position, threatening to enter the war on Egypt’s side, and this led to a

speedy resolution that left control of the canal in Nasser’s hands.

N
EITHER CRISIS MUCH AFFECTED the wide margin of his 1956
victory, yet reelection left Eisenho~ver with some new problems.
The Twenty-second Amendment ensured that sooner or later

he would become a lame duck, and his age and health emphasized this
point. Only two years after his much-publicized September 1955 heart
attack, the president was hospitalized again, this time for a mild stroke
in November 1957; he recovered quickly but was left with a slight
speech impediment.

On the world front, things were also getting tough. The Soviet
Union, in an effective bit of Cold War theater, upstaged the United
States with the October 1957 launch of Sputnik, Earth’s first artificial
satellite. The success of Sputnik not only suggested a Soviet advantage in
technology but also frightened Americans who feared the Russians might
just as easily orbit a nuclear bomb.

On the domestic front, Eisenhower’s tap dance around the Bro~tm

decision came to an end when Gov. Orval Faubus called out the Arkansas
National Guard in September 1957 to prevent the enrollment of nine
black students at Little Rock’s Central High School. Faubus’s open
defiance of a federal court order forced the president to send in federal
troops to enforce the will of the court. Meanwhile, a slowdown, combined
with rising inflation, sent the economy into a recession that lasted for the
rest of Ike’s second term, and a 1958 influence-peddling scandal cost him
the services of his valued chief of staff, Sherman Adams.

Eisenhower’s determination to leave office as a peacemaker
depended on the perception that both great powers considered
World War III unthinkable. In order to avoid a Berlin crisis like
that of 1948, East-West summitry was resumed. Vice
President Richard Nixon visited the Soviet Union in July

FEBRUARY 25, 1956
At the Twentieth
Communist Party

Congress in Moscow,
Nikita Khrushehev

denounces the late Joseph
Stalin. Khrnshehev’s
description of Stalin’s
ruthlessness disillusions

many American
Communists who abandon

the Communist Party
USA in large numbers.

AUGUST 23, 1958

Congress responds to
Sputnik-related fears of :a

"missile gap" with the
National Defense and

Education Act: The new
law provides nearly a

billion dollars in funding
for science education so
that Americans can better
compete with the Soviets.

On September 24, 1955,
Eisenhower suffered a
severe heart attack at his
mother-in-law’s Denver
ho~ne. He spent the next
six weeks at nearby
Fitzsimmons Army Hospital
(he’s shown here at a press
conference on the roof),
but it was another
two months
before he
resumed his
normal

schedule.
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OPPOSITE;

Security concerns kept
Nikita Khrushchev from

visiting Disneyland during
his September 1959 trip to
the United States, but he

did get to enjoy Camp
David, named by Ike for

his grandson.

America embraced
Ike’s middle-class hobbies,

especially golf, and it
suited a president who

liked to work behind the
scenes for the country to
think he spent most of his

time on the links.

1959, and Kdarushchev put on an even better show when he toured the
United States two months later. Plans were made at that time for another
summit conference to be held in Paris the following May.

O
N MAY 1, 1960, however, two weeks before the Paris summit,
the Soviets shot down an American U-2 spy plane over the

Russian heartland. Administration denials were quickly countered
by IZdarushchev, who gleefully produced the pilot, Francis Gary Powers. Not
wanting to appear ignorant, Eisenhower abandoned his usual obfuscation
and candidly admitted he had known of and approved the U-2 flights.
Relishing the propaganda feast,. Khrushehev insisted on an apology, which
Eisenhower refused to make. The spirit of Geneva was dead.

Still, as Eisenhower closed his presidential years, he felt strongly
that there was one more contribution he could make. The campaign qf
Democratic presidential candidate John F. Kennedy had worried him
with its reckless charge that the Eisenhower administration had
weakened national defenses, especially by tolerating a "missile gap."

"H 2S SMILE AND SIMPLE
FRONTIER APPROACH

TO COMPLEX PROBLEMS
MADE AS AMERICAN

AS APPLE PIE."
--Justice William O. Douglas--Z

Kennedy was merely playing politics, reversing (and thus inoculating
himself against) earlier Republican charges that Democrats were "soft"
on Communism. Yet Eisenhower feared the danger posed by
uncontrolled defense spending and "unwarranted influence, whether
sought or unsought, by the military-industrial complex."

In his farewell address delivered the night of January 17, 1961,
Eisenhower warned the nation pointedly, "Only an alert and
knowledgeable citizenry can compel the proper meshing of the huge
industrial and military machinery of defense with our peaceful methods
and goals, so that security and liberty may prosper together." Ike lived on
until March 28, 1969, when he died after a long series of heart attacks.

I
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